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Original: Spanish
STATUS OF THE SECOND MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND 
OF THE MESECVI

(Item 5 of the Agenda) 


Attached is the report presented by the Coordinator of the CEVI during its Seventh meeting, held on September 27-29, 2011 (MESECVI/CEVI/doc.167/11).  The document informs on the activities of the experts and the Secretariat from the Sixth meeting held in Costa Rica in August 2010, to the Seventh meeting.  From September on, CEVI held its Seventh meeting and was able to fulfill its objectives for this meeting. 

The Seventh meeting started with the Seminar on Human Rights, Violence against Women and Access to Justice (September 27, 2011) with the collaboration of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Secretariat of Legal Affairs and the Department of Labor and Social Development, with the participation of distinguished academics and senior experts on the development of the Justice sector in a variety of countries.

The seminar provided updated information to the CEVI experts in violence on the application of the Inter-American Convention of Belém do Pará in Inter-American and national judicial systems (Mexico, Argentina, Chile, and the Caribbean). The Seminar was transmitted by Webcast and is available on the CIM/MESECVI Web page.
The Seventh Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the Mechanism to follow-up on the Inter-American Convention of Belém do Pará took place on September 28-29, 2011. CEVI elected its authorities for the next biennium: Patricia Olamendi of Mexico (Coordinator) and Diane C. Haylock of Belize (Alternate Coordinator). This is the first time that a Caribbean Expert has been elected as an authority of CEVI. 
The meeting adopted the 28 country reports and also the Hemispheric Report which synthesizes the results of the national information. Once the final observations of the States to the country reports are received, these documents and the Hemispheric Report will be submitted for the approval of the Conference of State Parties, and will then be made public.
FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM
OEA/Ser.L/II.7.10
CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ (MESECVI)
MESECVI-/CEVI/doc.167/11
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON VIOLENCE (CEVI)
18 July 2011
Seventh Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI)
Original: Spanish
September 27-29, 2011
Washington, D.C.
REPORT OF THE COORDINATOR AND THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT 
OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS (CEVI) OF THE MESECVI 
The Coordinator and the Technical Secretariat of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (CEVI) - Convention of Belem do Para present the following report on activities as of the Sixth Meeting of the CEVI, held in San José, Costa Rica from August 23 to 25, 2010. 
1. III Conference of States Parties - Guatemala, March 2011

The III Conference of States Parties took place in Guatemala, on March 24 and 25, 2011 and adopted the Follow-up Report on Recommendations of the CEVI to the Governments of the States Parties, thereby concluding the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.  That report was based on the replies submitted by seventeen (17) states parties to the CEVI's observations on the indicators.  The indicators were sent to the Competent National Authorities on September 19, 2008, with replies due by November 30, 2008. However, owing to requests for an extension of the deadline reports were accepted up to June 29, 2009.
The Conference also evaluated the outcomes of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round of the MESECVI and it adopted recommendations, conclusions, and agreements to strengthen the Mechanism.  On April 13, 2011, the experts received a copy of the Final Minutes of the Conference, published as MESECVI-III/doc.62/11, for their information and knowledge.  All the Conference documents can be found at http://scm.oas.org/III-MESECVI/Indexenglish.htm. 

Some of the agreements reached are closely related to the work of the CEVI, such as: 
· To recommend to the CEVI that in the Multilateral Evaluation Rounds a specific subject be considered, assigning priority to the issue of access to justice for women.
· To promote dialogue between the Competent National Authorities and the CEVI, convening an annual meeting.
· To establish a work timetable in agreement with the Competent National Authorities and the CEVI, to facilitate and organize the multilateral evaluation process.
· To prepare draft regulations to govern the operation of the solidarity sub-fund for the consideration of the States Parties.
· To prepare for the consideration of the States Parties a proposal that establishes the profile of the Experts and the procedures for their appointment.
· To recommend that the CEVI take into account the indicators on violence against women used by the United Nations (UN) Statistics Division and ECLAC.
2.
Second Multilateral Evaluation Round 
The Second Multilateral Evaluation Round of the MESECVI officially began on April 15, 2010 with the dispatch of the questionnaire adopted by the CEVI to the CNAs.  On April 21, 2010 civil society organizations registered with the OAS were invited to submit shadow reports. To date, a total of 28 government replies and 8 shadow reports were received.
2.1.
Sixth Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI)

This meeting took place in Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica, from August 23 to 25, 2010.  Details of the meeting are to be found in the Final Minutes, published as document MESECVI/CEVI/doc.158/10, which was e-mailed to all the experts on October 19, 2010.
Based on the governments' replies and the alternative reports, the CEVI drafted and adopted the preliminary country reports at its Sixth Meeting.  The preliminary reports adopted on that occasion were sent to the Competent National Authorities (CNAs) on November 2, 2010. They were given until November 30, 2010 to present their comments and clarifications. So far, nineteen (21) replies to that request have been received from:  Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Chile, Costa Rica, Colombia, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
In July 2011, the comments received from the CNAs were sent to the experts, for them to prepare their respective final country reports.

These comments and clarifications will be considered by the CEVI at its Seventh Meeting for the drafting and adoption of each country's Final Report.
3.
Technical Secretariat
The Secretariat carried out the activities incumbent upon it in accordance with the CEVI Rules of Procedure. They included: 
· Preparing the Draft Hemispheric Report of the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round; 
· Dispatch to the Competent National Authorities of the preliminary country reports corresponding to the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round adopted during the Sixth meeting of the CEVI;
· Preparation of the III Conference of States Parties, in coordination with the Government of Guatemala, the host country;
· Drafting of the Minutes and final documents of the Conference of States Parties;
· Follow-up on agreements and decisions adopted;
· Updating of the appointments of experts and/or Competent National Authorities;
· Implementation of the agreements of the Sixth meeting of the CEVI aimed at setting deadlines for compliance with the various stages of the evaluation process and preparations for the III Conference of States Parties, as well as reminders to send information. 
4.
Report of the MESECVI to the OAS General Assembly at its Forty-first Regular Session - Resolution adopted 
The Secretariat submitted to the 2011 session of the OAS General Assembly the Permanent Council’s report on the activities undertaken by the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-1812/11). 
The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11) , taking note of the same, endorsing the agreements of the III Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI and the Follow-up Report on the CEVI's Recommendations to Governments, and reiterating its commitment to strengthening the MESECVI.  The resolution reiterates the invitation to the states parties to the Convention to facilitate the participation of experts in meetings of the Committee of Experts (CEVI); to disseminate the recommendations of the CEVI to public agencies and to civil society as a whole; to make voluntary contributions to the specific fund set up to finance the operation of the MESECVI or to make other types of contributions, such as providing the Mechanism with human resources to enable it to meet its work schedule and ensure its optimal functioning, hosting international meetings as necessary, holding workshops, and sharing experiences and best practices.
5. Report to the XXXV Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, held in Mexico, from November 3 to 5, 2010. Resolution adopted.
Pursuant to the MESECVI Regulations, the report on activities in 2008-2010 was submitted to the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM as document CIM/doc.8/10.
The activities to be carried out by the MESECVI over the next two years were included in the biennial work plan of the CIM. In addition, resolution CIM/RES. 259 (XXXV-O/10) was adopted, taking note of the outcomes of the Sixth Meeting of the CEVI and acknowledging the advances achieved by the countries of the Hemisphere in implementing the recommendations formulated by the MESECVI.  The resolution also encouraged joint work by the national mechanisms of women, competent national authorities, national experts and civil society in the diffusion of the objectives, advances, and results obtained by the MESECVI.  Finally, it asked the Secretary General to assign, in accordance with available financial resources and with the agreement of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the human, technical, and financial resources needed for the CIM to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI. 
6.
Comparative summary of proceedings and participation in the MESECVI in the First and Second Multilateral Evaluation Round (MER)
6.1. FIRST MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND 
(2005-2010) 
EVALUATION PHASE (2005-2008):  ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE,
PRELIMINARY REPORTS I and II,    FINAL REPORT     CNA COMMENTS 
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6.2. SECOND MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND (2010) - CURRENT STATUS
EVALUATION PHASE: ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE, PRELIMINARY REPORTS I and II, FINAL REPORT CNA COMMENTS
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EVALUATION PHASE OF MER I AND II BY SUBREGION
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6.3.
STATUS OF APPOINTMENT OF EXPERTS AND COMPETENT
 NATIONAL AUTHORITY
(CNA)  I and  II MER
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6.3.1.
First multilateral evaluation round by region 
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6.3.2.
Second multilateral evaluation round by region
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6.4 PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCES OF STATES PARTIES
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6.5  PARTICIPATION OF THE EXPERTS AT THE SIX MEETINGS OF THE CEVI
(2005-2010)
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7. DISSEMINATION
7.1.
"Compliance with International Commitments for the Eradication of Gender-based Violence against Women" El Salvador, December 1 to 3, 2010.


The CIM was invited to take part in the panel discussion on "The Action of Regional International Organizations Regarding the Eradication of Violence against Women," along with representatives of other international organizations.  In addition, participants celebrated the adoption of the Comprehensive Special Law for a Violence-Free Life for Women in that country.
7.2.
Regional Roundtable - Femicide in Central and South America – Rosario, Argentina, May 19 and 20, 2011

Through CLADEM's Monitoring program, a discussion was triggered on the necessity or appropriateness of passing criminal legislation on Femicide/Feminicide. The first step taken was to organize a Working Group composed of experts from Bolivia, Chile, Mexico, Panama, and Peru, which produced a briefing document for discussion.

The second step in this process was the Roundtable of up to 30 participants, lecturers, judges, criminal lawyers, criminologists, feminists specializing in the subject, and members of the CEVI and of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), who met to debate these issues in Rosario.  The outcomes of this meeting will be published by CLADEM.
8. LOOKING AHEAD
In the six years since it was established, the MESECVI has had an impact on laws and policies for the prevention and punishment of violence against women in the region. It has been a contributing factor in the adoption of comprehensive laws against violence, or "second-generation laws," which are based on the broad concept of violence as set forth in the Convention of Belém do Pará.  It has also helped, through the questionnaire adopted in the first evaluation round, to bring visibility to feminicide/femicide, trafficking in persons, and sexual harassment, and has monitored fulfillment of due diligence by states, namely, in preventing, investigating, and punishing violence against women, as well as in redressing harm done to victims.
This impact has been possible thanks to the political will of States to implement the Convention and commit to the MESECVI. The Second Round is managing to elicit greater participation by States. In this Round, unlike the First, all the States have appointed an expert. Moreover, the four countries that did not take part in the First Round (Bahamas, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines) are participating in this Second Round. 
This shows that, as objectives are attained, new activities arise, rendering new contributions increasingly necessary, be they financial or in the form of human resources able to carry them out.
It is worth noting how States have been increasing their support for the process of Rounds by sending in their reports within the deadlines; by appointing their Experts and Competent National Authorities; and by offering to host meetings of the CEVI or the Conference. This support should translate into greater commitment to facilitate the work of the Experts. This support is crucial as it enables them to take part in CEVI meetings and to implement the agreements reached at them. Strengthening the CEVI is a basic pillar in the process of Rounds, as it is the technical body that collaborates with States, through questionnaires, evaluations, and recommendations, in the relentless effort to combat violence against women.
A strong MESECVI will have to face up to the challenges of fighting violence against women, including the highlighting of new scenarios for practicing violence against women,
/ mainstreaming a gender and human rights perspective in development,
/ and recognition of, and guarantees for, sexual and reproductive rights,
/ which is where women's lives, dignity, and freedom are being threatened.
The support provided by governments to strengthen the Mechanism will determine how effectively they can tackle the new challenges and do their job of supporting the states parties in implementing the Convention of Belém do Pará.
9. FUNDING OF THE MESECVI
So far, the Fund set up for the MESECVI has received contributions from Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago. Argentina, and Costa Rica also contributed by hosting of the Third and Sixth Meeting of CEVI, respectively, while Venezuela and Guatemala followed suit by offering to host the Second and Third Conference of States Parties, respectively.
As outlined above, all OAS and CIM Assemblies have reiterated the call to the OAS General Secretariat and the governments to contribute human and financial resources to the MESECVI. 
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�.	Apart from the traditional scenarios of couple and former couple relationships, the family, sexual assault, and the sex trade, other scenarios are emerging such as trafficking in persons for all kinds of exploitation, national and international mafias, and criminal networks, gangs, misogyny,  consideration of women as fit territory for revenge, and so on.  In: CARCEDO, Ana. No Olvidamos ni Aceptamos: Feminicidio en Centroamérica 2000-2006. San José: CEFEMINA: 2010, pp. 21ff.


�.	In the opinion of Ellen Dorsey, Mayra Gómez, Bret Thiele, and Paul Nelson, a human rights perspective in achievement of the Millennium Development Goals means abiding by the principle of equality and nondiscrimination; prioritization of the underprivileged; and their inclusion in the design of their own community strategies for development.  DORSEY, Ellen et al. Falling Short of Our Goals: Transforming the Millennium Development Goals into Millennium Development Rights. In: � HYPERLINK "http://list.iwraw-ap.org/lists/arc/cedaw4change/2010-09/msg00007.html" http://list.iwraw-ap.org/lists/arc/cedaw4change/2010-09/msg00007.html" ��http://list.iwraw-ap.org/lists/arc/cedaw4change/2010-09/msg00007.html� 


�.	At the regional level, the Consensus of Brasilia, of July 16, 2010, establishes in Agreement No. 6 an agenda for achieving promotion of comprehensive health care and the sexual and reproductive rights of women. See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cepal.org/mujer/noticias/paginas/5/40235/ConsensoBrasilia_ESP.pdf" http://www.cepal.org/mujer/noticias/paginas/5/40235/ConsensoBrasilia_ESP.pdf" ��http://www.cepal.org/mujer/noticias/paginas/5/40235/ConsensoBrasilia_ESP.pdf� 
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